
 

 

1 

SENIOR RECREATION COUNCIL MINUTES 

SLUSSER SENIOR CENTER 

DRAFT               APRIL 15, 2013 MINUTES              DRAFT 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Marilyn Ceriello-Bresaw, Human Services Director, Jon Hunt, Elaine Lambert, Judy Sanborn, 

Joanne Woodward 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   June Garvin, Gloria Symonds 

OTHERS PRESENT: Sara Darby (for Jessica Bailey, Recreation Director), Allita Paine, Joan York 

The meeting was called to order by Joanne Woodward at 1:31 pm. 

The minutes of the March 18, 2013 meeting were reviewed. A motion to accept the minutes as written was 

made by Judy Sanborn and seconded by Marilyn Ceriello-Bresaw. All voted in favor of the motion. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

A draft of the calendar of senior activities for May, 2013 was distributed by Sara Darby and discussed by Council 

members: 

• The knitting group will continue on Tuesday afternoons as it has been well-attended.  

• Pen Pal letters will be due on Thursday, May 2
nd

. 

•  The date of the Volunteer Appreciation Banquet is tentatively set for Tuesday, May 14
th

. The last day to 

vote for Volunteers of the Year is tentatively set for May 7
th

 but the data on volunteer hours has yet to 

be completed, nominations have yet to be made, and the voting process has yet to be established.  

• The jewelry-making class, scheduled to start Wednesday, April 17
th

 and to be taught by Jessica Bailey 

and Janet Krzyzaniak, has been postponed.  

• There will be a VNA presentation on Wednesday, May 22
nd

 entitled “Well for Life.”  

• The May card-making class will be Wednesday, May 29
th

.  

• The Wednesday meal menus need to be available in advance. Linda McCarthy and Jessica Bailey have 

taken primary responsibility to get lunch sponsors. If the sponsors are unable to give Linda or Jessica 

their menus, Sara Darby will follow up. The goal is to have the menus printed on the monthly calendar. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Joanne Woodward initiated discussion of adding members to the Senior Recreation Council. There is uncertainty 

as to whether the current Council Bylaws specify 7 or 9 members though it is understood that the requirement is 

for an odd number of members. The Council would like to add Janet Krzyzaniak and Allita Paine and to appoint 

them as co-secretaries.  If necessary, the Council will look into amending the Bylaws to specify 9 members. A 

membership application form must be completed by any person interested in being appointed to the Council 

and submitted to the town administrator. 
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Allita Paine inquired as to whether there is a policy regarding memorial gifts to the Slusser Senior Center.  Ann 

Stickney’s sons have designated the Slusser Senior Center to receive donations in Ann’s memory. Allita Paine 

would give a donation if it would go toward a piece of equipment supporting an activity that Ann enjoyed (such 

as meals, card-making, table games)rather than into a general fund and if the sons would be informed as to how 

any donations were used. Council members believe there to be a policy and will look for it. 

Discussion ensued as to how the monthly birthday celebration is working. Sara Darby suggested that the 

sponsor of the meal on the 1
st

 Wednesday of the month be notified that they do not need to provide dessert 

because the Senior Center will be providing birthday cake. Joanne suggested that the sponsor could be asked to 

provide ice cream to go with the cake. 

Allita Paine asked if seniors covering the Slusser Senior Center front desk are experiencing any difficulties 

because of the absence of the Recreation Director. There was consensus that communication problems are 

worse. Townspeople coming into the Senior Center or calling in are expecting to get their questions answered 

and do not realize that the seniors at the desk have nothing to do with the town’s regular recreation program. 

What seniors at the desk should do: 

• Refer questions about recreation to Sara.  Sara’s work hours are Tuesday & Thursday, 10:00 am to 4:30 

pm and Wednesday 1:00 to 4:30 pm. In addition, she now has a separate phone number: 746-2277, with 

voice mail so that messages can be left.  

• Registration forms for various Recreation activities are available online. 

• Other questions that the senior on duty cannot answer should be referred directly to Neal Cass, town 

administrator. 

Joanne Woodward stated the need for communicating to the public about Slusser Senior Center activities and 

news. There is an ongoing need for a Center newsletter but financing has never been found. In lieu of a 

newsletter, regular publicity in the Concord Monitor is an option. The Council Secretary could assume the 

responsibility of sending information to the Monitor for the Thursday and Sunday community events columns. 

Jon Hunt suggested that the Slusser Senior Center have an open house. July 4
th

 might not bring the right crowd 

so the fall might be a better time. There is a flyer with photos to offer guests and food is a must. There is word of 

a memorial reception honoring Anne Slusser to be put on by her sons in May; this would be a time to offer tours 

of the building. Jon Hunt also suggested that when visitors come to the Center, they should be asked for their 

contact information and be given a call back/sent additional information in order to make them feel welcomed 

to participate in Center activities. 

Elaine Lambert moved to adjourn the meeting; Jon Hunt seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 2:15 

pm. 

The next meeting is scheduled for May 20, 2013. 

 

/Allita Paine, Substitute Secretary 
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